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• “…it is our interest and our task to make the revolution permanent until all the more or less 
propertied classes have been driven from their ruling positions, until the proletariat has 
conquered state power and until the association of the proletarians has progressed 
sufficiently far – not only in one country but in all the leading countries of the world – that 
competition between the proletarians of these countries ceases and at least the decisive 
forces of production are concentrated in the hands of the workers. Our concern cannot simply 
be to modify private property, but to abolish it, not to hush up class antagonisms but to 
abolish classes, not to improve the existing society but to found a new one.” (Marx and Engels, 
1850)







CPC timeline (1921 – 1949)

• July 1921: The Communist Party of China (CPC) founded.

• January 1924: Instructed by the Comintern, CPC joined the landlord-
bourgeois Kuomintang (KMT) to fight imperialist-backed warlords. 

• April-July 1927: Right and “left” KMT purged communists and 
massacred thousands of activists.

• August 1927: CPC launched armed revolt vs KMT, forming the first rural 
base areas. Chinese Soviet Republic (1931-1937), agrarian revolution. 

• 1937-45: CPC and KMT in on-off alliance vs Japanese invaders.

• 1946-49: KMT started full-scale war vs CPC with US backing. 

• October 1, 1949: The People’s Republic of China proclaimed. KMT 
regime collapses in the mainland and fled to Taiwan.

Background picture: CPC founders Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu (actors) in drama The Age of Awakening (觉醒年代)





• Conquered state power; the association of the proletarians in all 
the leading countries of the world; abolish classes; build a new 
society (Marx and Engels, 1850)

• Mao’s anticipated long period of “a new-democratic society” not 
materialised → the completion of socialist transformation in 1956
(as a result of Western sanctions brought about by the Korean 
War).

• Since 1956, the CP formally recognised its victory against the KMT 
in 1949 meant the completion of the democratic revolution via the 
establishment of a proletarian dictatorship and the beginning of 
the transition to socialism.
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From almost the 
poorest country in 
the world to 
achieving upper 
middle-income 
status in about 70 
years.

Source: Dunford and Liu, 2024, p.140, elaborated from the Conference Board (2022)


















