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THE KAROO REGION

• ‘The Karoo Region is a unique and awe-inspiring ecological, 

physical, social, cultural, and economic phenomenon stretching 

over four provinces in the South African landscape’ (Karoo RSDF)
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GREEN EXTRACTIVISM IN THE KAROO

• Renewable energy production (private, utility-scale wind 

farms and solar plants) 

• Prospecting and mining of so-called ‘critical’ minerals 

(copper)



LEGITIMIZATION

• Who is winning and who is losing from these transformations?

• Renewable energy and mining companies: access to ‘new’ 

natural resources

• White landowners: rent from renewable energy companies

• Local black and ‘coloured’ poor and unemployed (ex-

farmworkers and -miners): limited employment opportunities



Protests in Copperton, May 2021 (photo by DFA)



GREEN DISTRIBUTIVE POLITICS

• Mendoza, Greenleaf and Thomas (2021) – drawing on 

Ferguson (2015) –: ‘processes by which state or capital actors 

work to build sociopolitical relationships with marginalized 

populations to generate popular consent […] fashioned 

through distributive flows’

• State: development for the poor to guarantee electoral support

• Companies: CSR initiatives to prevent local resistance



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUSTS

• Black local ‘communities’ made minority (5%) shareholders in 

new investments 

• Dividends to be paid into a trust set up by companies and 

governed by company, independent, and community trustees 

• Money to be reinvested and used to fund local development 

projects

• Major issues: scope and management
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