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The Fair Trade proposal, though still small in pxjn, is becoming each day a bigger
phenomenon. Its importance has not stopped incrgasince the 1990’s and only a decade later tha tot
amount of fair trade goods sales was estimatea tat lJS$500 million, growing at 30 per cent eachr yk
is not, however, only a matter of growing volumeiakhshould turn our attention to this phenomenbare
is also the matter of novelty involved: we are iadito join a global moral economy where marke¢sudo
not have the last word, but are put under discadsjoconceptions of justice and emancipation.

If Fair Trade, then, appears as an alternativeoth an economic and a political dimension, and its
popularity does not stop growing, especially amtéimgse concerned with social change and activism, it
becomes fundamental to truly understand what re@ly about. We need to know how the Fair Trade
regime is structured and the way it operates. Qvecbave a clear picture of a whole regime andifferént
spheres, we can understand what the consequerncpslitical action and social change are. The wugki
hypothesis behind this proposal is that Fair Tradsents itself as an alternative global systena, way of
emancipating the producer through the introductibmoral minimums to the economy, but it actualbed
very little to escape from the dominant capitdligfic and, consequently, its effects are much ilegp®rtant
than what one would expect. In this way, this gtrtiog of an alternative global economy leads teedain
kind of activism which, in the end, is functionalthe structures it seeks to attack.

The main theoretical concepts which work as my pofrndeparture are taken from the Regulation
School. | have stated that Fair Trade appears aslt@nmnative both, economically and politically,
consequently, |1 have chosen this approach in di@dranscend a mere economic approach, putting the
capitalist relations in connection with the soeiall political domains.

Most of the literature studying Fair Trade presentsajor weakness: they focus only in one part of
the economic process (i.e. production, circulatmwnsumption), reifying a single sphere as an iaddpnt
arena when it is actually only one part of an ickenected system. My main objective in this redead
be to grasp the structure as a whole, to understandthese different economic spaces are structameld
work, how they relate to each other and, most ingmtly, how they are regulated in order to be cdibfea
and assure reproduction. That is why | have chtsemalyze fair trade awode of development composed
by a particularegime of accumulation and its respectiveode of regulation. These three concepts are the
theoretical core developed and commonly used byhitee main approaches within the Parisian Regulati
School.

In order to complement this approach, | have detideinclude in my theoretical framework two
very important concepts which have been developedhb regulationist approaches in Amsterdam and
Germany, those of the historical bloc and the hegeenbloc. These two Gramscian concepts, in tha fir
place, allow for the role of agency, since the fouput on how different classes adopt particsieategies
in order to achieve a consensual domination withigiven structural context. In the second placey th
complement the importance of economy by highligihtime fundamental role of politics and ideologythe
construction of hegemony, because of the regulati@y exercise through “comprehensive concepts of
control”. In the third place, since both schoolsénaut a strong emphasis on the international dsmanof
regulation, a challenge to the nation-state is psegd together with the need of a “scale relatiiorét



