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Mainstream scholarship tends to define liberalism as the negation of its supposed opposites: 
populism, nationalism, authoritarianism, extremism, totalitarianism, etc. Thus it is spectacularly 
unable to grasp the elective affinities between neoliberalism and authoritarianism. Critical             
scholarship, on the contrary, has extensively analyzed, alas not in Eastern Europe, these 
convergences. On the one hand, Marxian approaches stress shared class interests as their 
raison d'etre, and, on the other, Foucauldians look into the homologies between neoliberal and 
authoritarian discourses. 
 
Drawing on fieldwork in postsocialist Bulgaria, this paper applies both approaches to the 
postsocialist space while arguing that they underestimate the symbolic importance of dominant 
expert knowledges provided by the fields of transitology, democratization and anti-corruption 
discourses. 
 
It will argue that understanding of the symbolic role of expertise, which sets the coordinates of 
the dominant non-expert (everyday) discourses, is needed to apprehend fully the intertwining of 
neoliberalism and authoritarianism in postsocialist Bulgaria. Such expert talk, though widely         
disseminated in popular parlance, cannot accommodate everyday experience of the social 
conditions of neoliberalization (precarious labor, disintegration of welfare, new inequalities, etc.). 
This disconnection between everyday experience and the language available for its description 
triggers authoritarian reassessments on the level of the everyday. These reassessments 
externalize the supposed “failure” of the transition to free market, thriving civil societies”, and 
“European normality” and projects it onto - “communists”, “secret services”, “old mentalities”, 
“corruption”, “foreigners”, etc. I argue that this popular reassessment, with clear authoritarian 
edges, lends itself to re-appropriation on part of political party discourse, who blend it into an 
(anti-)political consensus, fusing authoritarianism and neoliberalism to achieve the alleged 
national goal of decisive extrication of all external impediments to “authentic transition”. Bulgaria 
is a prime example of that development, where both social democratic and center-right parties 
have implemented radical neoliberal reforms, precisely on the aforementioned grounds. 


