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The Turkish economy during the 2000s even before the 2008 global financial crisis has 
been manifesting the symptoms of ‘jobless growth’ as the increases in labour productivity 
have not been accompanied by an improvement in real wages or labour participation rates 
under the Justice and Development Party (AKP) rule. Meanwhile, an ambitious 
acceleration of the process of privatization by the AKP government, seems to have made 
the country, an ‘investors’ paradise’ from the perspective of international finance capital. 
In accordance with the neoliberal understanding of the state, it is pretended that the 
state’s tutelage over society will be eroded as the hold of the state over the economy will 
be diminished through the policies of privatization. Thus the privatizations of the large-
scale profitable state economic enterprises (SEEs) were facilitated through these 
legislative changes that favoured foreign and domestic powerful capital groups. However, 
the actual brunt of this neoliberal assault has been carried by the workers of the privatized 
companies who tended to lose their jobs in mass and were deprived of their social rights. 
 
There was a token indifference to the whole process on the part of the seemingly dormant 
working class, until that is, when the workers of TEKEL (the privatized state monopoly 
of tobacco and alcoholic beverages) decided to show their indignation to the AKP’s 
policy by setting a tent-city in the middle of Ankara in December 2009 which lasted for 
over three months in freezing winter conditions. Their resistance to the offer of 
precarious employment status, known as 4/C – a legal status created to employ temporary 
workers in government jobs that required less than 10-month contract with no social 
benefits – came to be hailed as the awakening militancy of the Turkish working class 
after more than three decades. 



 
The three papers in this proposed panel will attempt to provide a critical evaluation of 
different aspects of this momentous experience which seemed to have lost its initial 
impetus after having created a lot of interest and excitement among the left wing 
intelligentsia. In particular, they will explore the extent to which it could be seen as a 
moment of collective will formation so as to pave the ground for the development of a 
counter-hegemonic strategy; and with the benefit of hindsight why it failed to initiate a 
reawakening of the Turkish working class movement. No less saliently, they will put the 
case in a historical perspective by exploring the roles played by the governments, the 
management of TEKEL and the trade union concerned during the privatisation process of 
TEKEL. In this regard, the strategies of labour containment on the part of these actors 
involved and the particular mechanisms will be brought under scrutiny. This analysis will 
be partly based on the findings of a research project conducted in different regions of the 
country more than two years after the event during 2012 by the three participants of the 
proposed panel. It entails interviews conducted with around 100 workers who took part in 
the resistance in four different locations. 

 
 


